CHAPTER VI

Visit to Genoa - the Chateau de Nohant - Fontana's devotion -
debts - return to Paris - Chopin and Delacroix - negotia-
tions with publishers - the Ballades*

AFTER the passion came a time of quiet recovery.
Life was ordinary now, and, against its ordinari-
ness, simple incidents revealed an unsuspected
beauty and importance. They found comfort
even in boredom. The doctor was encouraging,
and, again deciding to take advantage of the
south, they took rooms at the Hotel de Beauvau.
Chopin's lungs were sounded regularly, and, after
being put on a diet, he progressed so far as to be
able to play the pianoforte and take walks.
There is a clear sign of his improvement in a
letter, written on March 7, to Fontana. Here he
makes so spirited a return to the battle with the
publishers that it is impossible to overlook its
significance after that long silence. We can
imagine how his good Juljan welcomed the letter,
for all that it required him to resume his duties as
messenger-boy. In the midst of its liveliness,
however, is a cry which is heart-rending in its
utter dejection. " In the second Polonaise you
have a sincere and truthful answer to your letter ;
it is not my fault that I am like that fungus which
looks like a mushroom but poisons those who pull
it up and taste it, mistaking it for something else.
I know that I have never been any use to anyone,
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